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Color is Here... or is itP 


Editorial 


By Benjamin E. Sones 

With both of the major players in the Palm OS handheld 
market (Palm, Inc. and Handspring) offering color mod¬ 
els this holiday season, and Sony promising to follow 
suit later this year or early next with a color version of 
its new CLIE, it will be interesting to see how consum¬ 
ers respond. Applications are adopting color at an as¬ 
tonishing rate, and the presence or lack 
of color support has become a standard 
issue in Palm software reviews. But only 
a relatively small number of Palm users 
even have color devices, and while those 
numbers continue to grow, it seems that 
sales of cheaper, non-color devices such 
as the standard Visor and the new Palm 
ml00 continue to eclipse them. 

Cost is an obvious issue. Some 
people were surprised at the high price 
tag of the Prism, the long-expected color 
version of the Visor. At $449 (compared 
to $149 for a bare-bones Visor), it’s 
hardly entry-level hardware. The Palm 
IIIc is in a similar boat with a retail price of $399 (sig¬ 
nificantly higher than the ml00—like the Visor, it sells 
for $149). 

The Prism comes with enough nifty features to jus¬ 
tify the price, but you could argue that the market really 
didn’t need another high-end color handheld. Gangbuster 
sales of both the Visor and the ml 00 suggest that what 
consumers really want are more low cost options, and it 
doesn’t seem likely that one will become available any 
time soon (Sony’s color CLIE I expected to retail in the 
same price range as the Prism and IIIc). Until a low cost 
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color option shows up, color handhelds will remain more 
a curiosity than a standard. 

Battery life is another issue, and it’s a problem that 
handheld makers probably have a lot less control over. 
Advances in battery technology have been relatively 
slow, and power supply is rapidly becoming the lode- 
stone of the portable age. Even with spe¬ 
cial packs designed to hold more juice 
than standard AAAs, color Palm devices 
sap battery life much faster than their 
black-and-white cousins. The backlight 
is the main culprit—current color dis¬ 
plays require backlighting in order to 
function effectively, and as any black- 
and-white Palm users know, the backlight 
is terrible on battery life. Increased color 
depth will likely add to the problem. That 
16-bit display on the Visor Prism sure 
looks pretty, but how quickly will pro¬ 
cessor-intensive 16-bit applications go 
through juice? We’ll just have to wait and 

see. 

One solution would be to adopt a reflective color LCD 
display similar to the one used in Nintendo’s GameBoy. 
It lacks the color depth of the Prism, and you can’t use it 
in the dark, but it runs forever on standard A A batteries. 
Supply might be a problem—Nintendo currently buys 
reflective color LCDs faster than manufacturers can make 
them. A reflective color Palm device sure would be nice 
to have, though. 

Especially if you could buy it for the same price as a 
GameBoy. 
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_ TrueTerm Thesaurus $30, Alphasoft, www.trueterm.com 

It has been brought to our attention that switch back and forth between the origi- 
we made an error in last week’s thesau- nal and user (the version with your own 
rus feature. We installed the wrong ver- entries) databases with the push of a 


sion of the Alphasoft 
TrueTerm Thesaurus da¬ 
tabase, and as such the 


that product were incor¬ 
rect. In fairness to 
Alphasoft, we decided to 
take another, closer look 
at the TrueTerm 
Thesaurus. 

The database that comes with the 
retail version of the software is actually 
a whopping 2 MB in size, with over 
200,000 keywords. It’s also 
customizable—you can easily add new 
keywords and synonyms, and you can 
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pernicious 

pensive + 

1. noxious: deadly. 

perceptiven 

virulent, fatale. 

perch 

lethal 

perfect 

2. harmful: baneful. 

perfection 

pestiferous^ 

peripheral 

damaging. 

permanentl 

pestilent,..1 

permit 

deleterious, | 


pestilential,.. .J 

„ perorate + 


ot mm a® 


button. The Thesaurus is 
also available in multiple 
languages—English, 
Spanish, French, Italian, 
German, Portuguese, 
Dutch, and Swedish. 

TrueTerm Thesaurus is 
not cheap—at $30, it costs 
two to three times as much 
as other Palm thesauruses 
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on the market. It’s the only product that 
allows you to modify your database, 
however, so if customizeability is a big 
issue, then TrueTerm is your best (and 
only) option. 

—Benjamin E. Sones 


Hardware 

All the best stuff 

Software 

for your PalmPilot 

Accessories 

www.palmgear.com 



2 ? 

PalmGear 
H.Q. 


Copyright (Cl 2000 Handheld Media Group, Inc. • Visit Handheld Computing at www.hhcmag.com, or 
call 888-406-4040 to subscribe • For advertising info, contact: sales@hhmgroup.com. 


Deliver your message 
to thousands of Palm 
handheld users each week! 

Advertise in 

Handheld Computing Weekly! 

E-mail sales@hhcmgroup.com for info 


Hews 


Acrobat on Fire 

Firepad, Inc., makers of the popu¬ 
lar FireViewer image viewer, an¬ 
nounced that it has licensed the 
Adobe PDF library from Adobe 
Systems Inc. and plans to add 
PDF support to FireViewer and 
its upcoming server application, 
FirePublisher. Firepad has not yet 
announced whether or not their 
PDF conversions will retain lay¬ 
out and images, but given the 
graphical capabilities of the cur¬ 
rent FireViewer application, it is 
certainly a possibility. 

Pack Your Springboard 

Lonely Planet is offering a Spring¬ 
board compilation of its series of 
travel guides for the Palm OS. 
Selling for $49.95, CitySynch 
USA comes preloaded with travel 
guides for four US cities (New 
York, San Francisco, Chicago, 
and Los Angeles). You can also 
download a free fifth city guide 
when you register CitySynch USA 
online. For more information, visit 
www. lonelyplanet. com. 

Scholarly Palms 

Scholastic plans to provide edu¬ 
cational content for both teach¬ 
ers and students via wireless 
handheld devices using the Palm 
OS. The Scholastic Wireless 
PQA will include kid’s news, 
classroom activities from Instruc¬ 
tor Magazine, and a 
calendar of Scholastic events. 
For more information, visit 
www. scholastic, com. 


New Software 


eWallet2.0 

Keep all of your critical financial 
data (PIN numbers, bank ac¬ 
counts, passwords) encrypted on 
your Palm device for easy ac¬ 
cess. Illium Software’s eWallet 
2.0 sells for $29.95. 
www. iliumsoft. com 

Tatum 

Tatum is a free text-and-graphics 
adventure game for the Palm OS 
by Wolfgang Niemann. It’s a bit 
like the classic Sierra adventures 
for the PC... interesting. 
www.palm-tatum.com 

Total Body Dumbell workout 

A free weights workout routine 
with illustrated instructions and a 
logbook. Not bad for $5. 
comp2consultants. tripod, com 




























